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Dear Friends,

It gives me great pleasure to introduce FocusPK ’17 to you. 
This is our second year hosting a trade conference, which 
helps bring all stakeholders in the entertainment & 
production industry together. FocusPK is an initiative 
designed to create a neutral platform where everyone in 
print, digital, electronic media, entertainment and 
production may be able to participate and build the much 
needed bridges by communicating with each other in a 
comfortable and transparent manner. 

I thought about one thing for so many years, how it made 
no sense that being in the business of mass communication 
to a vast global audience, our trade had no space of its own 
to dialogue in and build a stronger community together.

Hence, last year while I was chairperson of the FPCCI 
Production & Entertainment committee, I reached out to a 
dedicated group of professionals who believed we needed a 
platform such as FocusPK. Everyone started to work 
together diligently and selflessly to make this dream into a 
reality. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the committee 
from FocusPK ’16 for their time, interest and efforts. Their 
community building spirit was apparent in their actions as a 
team working together with one goal in mind. We launched 
the very first Production & Entertainment conference in 
Pakistan with dignity and pride. 

Seema Jaffer, Faisal Kapadia, Fareshteh Aslam, Umnia 
Iftikhar, Sohail Hashmi, Misbah Khalid, Iram Parveen Bilal, 
Khawar Azhar, Sarmad Khoosat, Erum Binte Shahid, 
Angeline Malik, Fifi Haroon and Rashid Khawaja, I thank you 
all from the bottom of my heart for giving your valuable 
time and resources last year and some of you are back on 
the job again this year which is great!  A big thank you to all 
your in-house teams as well, especially Sadaf Chaudhry at 
Mind Map Communications who works day and night to 
keep our digital presence vibrant and exciting. Last but not 
least, Najeeb Ahmed who is the backbone of FocusPK as 
without his tireless dedication, we would have had great 
difficulty in getting so many partners and logistics 
streamlined in time to achieve our deadlines and objectives. 

I would also like to thank the FPCCI, our guest speakers and 
all the related trade associations for extending their valuable 
support in making FocusPK ’16 happen. It was wonderful 
knowing that everyone was onboard and understood the 
need for such a platform. Professionals from all six 
disciplines, Film, TV, Theater, Radio, Print & Digital that 
FocusPK brings together were in attendance. They enjoyed 
the speaking sessions, entertainment events, meeting their 
colleagues from across Pakistan who had flown in and went 
home happy and wanting more. The highlight was seeing 
how excited such an initiative was making people in our 
community feel. It gave the electronic, print and digital 
media something new and innovative to cover, discuss and 
ponder about. 

Editor’s Note

The speaking sessions were a hit and from them we 
generated our first FocusPK working paper to share with the 
trade as well as educational institutes teaching these 
particular disciplines. 

This year, on 25th November we shall be opening the 
FocusPK ’17 conference with our traditional inaugural 
breakfast and then moving into six speaking sessions 
covering various topics of the trade on the same day. On the 
26th of November, I am delighted to announce we shall be 
launching our first ever Film Market in Pakistan. 

The idea of the Film Market was presented to us by our 2016 
committee member, Iram Parveen Bilal for which we thank 
her. She was correct in her assessment that while everyone 
else in the industry here was hosting award ceremonies, no 
one was actually nurturing new talent looking for a way to 
showcase their work and connect with our mainstream 
industry.
 
I would also like to thank Iqra University and all its faculty 
and students for hosting our conference this year as it gives 
us an opportunity to engage future professionals studying 
these disciplines and looking for opportunities in our trade.  
Our efforts as a trade conference are very much about 
discovering new talent and helping them find their career 
path. 

We believe that deeds speak louder than words so if you 
look up our official website www.focuspk.net, please judge 
for yourself if what we are doing here is important for the 
business of entertainment and thousands of talented people 
who are attached to it. Hope you enjoy and gain valuable 
insights from FocusPK ’17, and we look forward to your 
continued support for years to come.

Atiqa Odho
Chairperson - FocusPK
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Urdu language, evolved around the 
medieval times (6th to 13th century), 
is now the third most commonly 
spoken language in the world. 

Developed under the influence of the 
Persian and Arabic languages, Urdu 
also introduced translations from the 
Arabic and Persian literature. These 
included mystic and fantasy tales 
from "One hundred and One Nights", 
"Alif Laila", "Ali Baba Chalees Chor", 
"Hatim Tai", which soon become 
equally popular amongst adults and 
children. Some of these pieces of 
literature were also scripted and 
produced for, first, the silver screen 
and later for the television. 

In 1956, "Hatim Tai" was produced in India for the silver 
screen. It was written and directed by Homi Wadia. In 1990 
it was again produced in India, directed by Babu Mistri and 
produced by Ratan Mohan.

"Hatim Tai" was also produced in Pakistan in 1967, directed 
by Akbar Ali and the cast included (late) Mohammad Ali,  
Saloni, (late) Rangeela and Adeeb Sahib.

Pakistan Television, founded in November 1964, brought a 
new spectrum of entertainment to its viewers. As this 
"little magic box" made its way into the households, 
storytelling soon shifted from books to television.

PTV, a state owned entity, until the introduction of private 
television channels, kept a good balance in its production 
and daily programming, of approximately 30 minutes, for 
children.

"Akkar Bakkar", "Kaliyan", "Saat Suroon Ki Duniya", 
"Bahadur Ali" and "Ainak Wala Jin" are amongst the most 
popular PTV productions. Private channels, in their early 
period, also produced children's programmes including 
Bachay Munn Kay Sachay and the dubbed Sesame Street.
"Ainak Wala Jin" is still alive in memories of many who 
witnessed the glory of PTV as the lone and committed 
television media entity of the country. This production not 
only provided family entertainment but also carried a 
positive message and awareness for its viewers. The 
graphics or technical aspect may be obselete even for 
those times but "Ainak Wala Jin" still brings many 
cherished memories.

With the introduction of private channels, content soon 
lost its throne as the king, whereas commitment to 
society... lost to marketing and revenue.

In the rat-race for rating where television content had 
lesser demand for issue based and social subjects, 
children's programming soon faded away and became 
history.

Only pre-sponsored or branded children's programmes 
now make way to the mini-screen and, also to, the silver 
screen.

Sponsored songs or children's productions not only carry a 
marketing strategy but also carry a social awareness theme 
which contributes to child's physical health and mental 
growth but there is still a huge dearth of entertainment for 
the young.

Multinationals have come forward with a support for 
children's programming on mini-screen but there is still a 
huge gap to entertain and educate country's young 
citizens who make up almost 45 percent of the population. 

Although there is a negligible presence of children's 
entertainment but local filmmakers have recently started 
making an effort towards this genre for the silver screen. 

"Teen Bahadur" was the first animated film locally 
produced and its sequel is a proof that, although it might 
not be a competition to the global animation, innovation 
and industry, it did considerably well at the box office.

This winter we might see "Allahyar and the Markhor" 
making it to the local cinema with probably "Teen Bahadur 
3", "Chillar Party" and "Chota Jin & Ali" making it to the 
local cinemas in 2018.

"Chota Jin & Ali" with real motion, CG 
(animation/compositing) will probably be the first such 
venture in Pakistan. 

The policy makers, the TV channels, the filmmakers, film 
fraternity including theatre owners/distributers and the 
sponsors are amongst the stakeholders of our country and 
owe an obligation to its citizens and its future, which 
demand an immediate action and support.

To nurture humanity, we must nurture a healthy society 
and positive mindset.

A Lost Childhood

Rashid Sami
CEO - Kohinoor Films

kohinoortv@gmail.com





Welcome to Iqra University, where we aim to 
uplift and uphold core values of our institution in 
order to elevate and further maintain 
educational standards for our country. In the 
process, we motivate and prepare our students 
for real life experiences while transforming their 
outlook towards the world. We take utmost 
pride and confidence in the dedicated faculty 
and staff who contribute to the magnanimous 
efforts and diversification of our institution. We 
similarly, embrace students from varying 
backgrounds, cultures and faiths as we tread 
toward a more educated and learned Pakistan.

Success of our students is imperative, and we 
model our academic programs to attain the 
same. Our faculty is knowledgeable and 
well-versed in their respective disciplines and 
our curriculum is at par with international 
standards. Our recent collaborations with 
international institutions the likes of Harvard 
Business School and its Digital Learning 
Initiative, HBX CORe are groundbreaking 
advancements not just for Iqra University, but 
education in Pakistan. 

Iqra University has been ranked number one by 
the CIEC (Charter Inspection and Evaluation 
Committee). It also currently holds the ranking 
of the number one business school by the HEC 
(Higher Education Commission). Our programs 
are accredited by the local councils including 
NBEAC, PEC and NCEAC. 

The Pursuit of Excellence
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Our classrooms cultivate enriched learning and 
our faculty implements life changing 
experiences beyond the campus corridors. This 
permits expansion of creative horizons while 
reforming to growth of intellectual ideas. Our 
students undergo immense training and 
mentorship which polishes them as active 
members of the community, not just in 
academics, but co-curricular activities, sports, 
and much more. Our alumni today hold valuable 
roles and are currently appointed at prestigious 
positions within the local and international 
professional arena. Iqra University encourages 
growth and entrepreneurship; it works with its 
students to bring their ideas to life and to make 
their projects more viable. It also encompasses 
them with knowledge of their surroundings 
which nurtures their understanding of empathy, 
commitment to a better society as well as ethics. 
Our CSR initiatives are some of the strongest and 
most impactful in terms of contribution to 
society, well-being of local brethren, and act of 
civic duty. 

We shall continue to invest in our youth, in 
training our faculty and staff, as well as 
state-of-the-art learning technologies and 
infrastructure. As these are foundations of the 
pillars that allow Iqra University to stand tall. We 
are proud of where we stand, and we are most 
grateful to everyone at Iqra University who make 
it what it is today. We are hopeful that in the 
coming times we will achieve greater heights 
and continue to strive toward excellence, not 
just for our institution, but for a better today and 
tomorrow of Pakistan. 

Iqra University
www.iqra.edu.pk



Team Ambassadors
Humayun Gauhar
Face of Print

Sarmad Sultan Khoosat
Face of Film

Sohail Hashmi
Voice of Radio

Omair Rana
Face of Television

Zain Ahmed
Face of Theatre

Jahan Ara
Face of Digital

Sessions’ Hosts
Sohail Hashmi
Music - Then and Now

Misbah Khalid
Lipton - ‘Chotu Case Study’
Corporate and Social Sector Joining Hands

Yasra Rizvi
Talent Management - Rights of an Artist

Amir Zia
Licensing and Censorship - The Way Forward

Hasan Zaidi
Filmmaking 101 - From Script to Screen

Rashid Sami
Knorr - ‘Boriyat Busters and Beyond’
Making a Case for Children’s Programming

Atiqa Odho
Founder & Chairperson – FocusPK

Seema Jaffer
Bond Advertising
Branding & Marketing Partner

Faisal Kapadia
Mind Map Communications
Digital Partner

Umnia Iftikhar Gheewala
Aikman Road Studios
Event Logistics & Entertainment Partner

Fareshteh Aslam
Talking Point
PR Partner

Faizan Laghari
Happening PK
Ticketing Partner

Samina Ahmad
Regional Head, Sindh – FocusPK ’17

Simi Raheal
Regional Head, Punjab – FocusPK ’17

Rashid Sami
Regional Head, Gilgit & Baltistan – FocusPK ’17

Ajab Gul
Regional Head, KPK – FocusPK ’17

Hameed Sheikh
Regional Head, Balochistan – FocusPK ’17

Faisal Javed Khan
Liaison, Islamabad Chapter – FocusPK ’17

Misbah Ishak Khalid
Speaking Sessions – Content Head – FocusPK ’17

Buland Iqbal
Cable Networks Liaison – FocusPK ’17

Najeeb Ahmed
Project Head – FocusPK ’17
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10:00 am - 11:30 am 11:30 am - 1:00 pm 2:30 pm - 4:00 pm 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm

Inaugural Breakfast Opening Ceremony
Powered by Lipton
with Performance by The Citizens Foundation Choir

25th November 2017

Screening of the best selection of films
out of 80 entries including

the 8 winning films

www.focuspk.net
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Hall 1

1. Music - Then and Now

3. Talent Management - Rights of an Artist

5. Filmmaking 101 - From Script to Screen

1:00 pm - 2:30 pm

2:45 pm - 4:15 pm

4:30 pm - 6:00 pm

Hall 2

2. Lipton - "Chotu Case Study"
Corporate and Social Sector Joining Hands

4. Licensing & Censorship - The Way Forward

6. Knorr - "Boriyat Busters Case Study"
Creating Child Friendly Television in Pakistan

1:00 pm - 2:30 pm

2:45 pm - 4:15 pm

4:30 pm - 6:00 pm

Sessions





Director’s Profile:
Fahad Sarfraz is a 23 years old student 
of Theatre, Film & TV at Beaconhouse 
National University, doing his 
specialization in Film. He is a storyteller, 
a script writer, a cinematographer and 
much more.

Storyline:
On an ordinary Sunday, a husband and 
wife argue over the pressing marital 
topic: does the first child affect the 
marriage? - as the wife does household 
chores and the husband goes about his 
routine like reading the newspaper or 
watching television, while also taking 
care of the baby. 

Director’s Profile:
A young filmmaker and film enthusiast 
studying in Iqra University and working 
professionally on commercial projects. 
Main Kaun Hoon was his third short 
film, and first one in the genre. After 
this film he has also made several other 
short films and now is also working on 
an untitled feature film.

Storyline: 
Main Kaun Hoon is a story of a woman 
who is trying to find herself, her place 
and her identity in the society. This 
journey ultimately shows her the real 
face of the society along with their level 
of acceptance and their real thoughts 
about her.

Fahad Sarfraz
Beaconhouse
National University

Director of
“Itwaar” 

Faizan Shoro
Iqra University

Director Of
“Main Kaun Hoon”
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Jury’s Favourite Films
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Director’s Profile:
Kashaf Rehman is a filmmaker,photographer, and co-founder of “Twin City Films”, with a Masters in Multimedia Arts from 
National College of Arts.
She has exposure to all sections of the society and has realized that there are millions of stories around us that need to be 
told. Being a multimedia artist and a filmmaker her objective is to bring these stories to spotlight and give a voice to the 
problems of the common man through her art. She believes that film is one of the most powerful mediums of 
communication and must be used to serve a social cause and should not just be restricted to entertainment only.

Storyline:
Fankaar is an intimate look into the everyday lives and struggles of four entertainers. The main theme of the documentary 
is performing arts in Pakistan and the initiatives taken by the government to promote this form of art and support the 
artists. Through the course of the documentary we observe four entertainers from very diverse backgrounds, representing 
performing arts in their own capacities. Fankaar takes the audience on a journey to explore the entertainment scene of the 
country through an average Pakistani’s point of view and discover what lies beyond digital media.

Director’s Profile:
Saadullah Khan is a film graduate and 
distinction holder from the National College of 
Arts, Lahore. His strength is visualising a story; 
he specialises in cinematography and 
screenplay. He strongly believes in telling 
original stories and innovation plays a strong 
role in his work. 

Storyline:
Panaah is a purely visual narrative which tells 
the story of a man who is living in isolation and 
has taken refuge on a mountain, but life 
catches up to him just as brutally as it is 
unavoidable. 

Kashaf Rehman
NUST

Director & Writer of “Fankaar”

Saadullah Khan
National College
of Arts

Director of
“Panaah”

www.focuspk.net
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Director’s Profile:
Seraj us Salikin is a Karachi based filmmaker and 
screenwriter. During his Bachelors in media studies 
from SZABIST, he started to get recognition for his 
short films which got both national and international 
recognition.
 
His short documentary ‘Masters of the Sky’ was 
officially selected in the Cannes Film Festival 2014 in 
Short Film Corner and has won awards in all major 
local film festivals. The documentary was screened in 
PIFF Toronto Film Festival and Alpavirama Film 
Festival in India.
 
After working for a couple of years as an assistant 
director/writer in TVCs, and the film Ho Mann Jahaan, 
he went to complete his Masters in Arts and Culture 
Management from Rome Business School in Rome.

Director’s Profile:
Shahrukh Khan studied Film Making from SZABIST. His 
journey had started with writing, which He is very 
passionate about. He writes fiction as well as poetry, 
and has written and directed several short films, two 
music videos and a documentary called “Let there be 
Light”, (a poetic piece on the cycle of life, light and 
death). He tries to explore every aspect of film-making 
by learning the art and locates people and try to get 
the story out of them.

Storyline:
The documentary “What a Waste” is based on the 
subject of "Gold panners" who work in a close knit 
neighborhood of jewelry market of Sadder in Karachi, 
Pakistan. The story unravels an ancient profession that 
is preserved and passed down from generation to 
generation in a growing urban landscape.

Seraj us Salikin
SZABIST

Director/Writer/
Producer of
“Taqseem”

Shahrukh Khan
SZABIST

Director of
“What a Waste”
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Storyline:
Set in 1947 during the partition of the subcontinent, two robbers steal a treasure trunk after 
a train massacre. The problem arises when they have to divide the booty among 
themselves.

The film comments on the violent partition of the subcontinent, hence named Taqseem. 
The director explores the themes of violence, power and dishonesty; the cinematic 
approach being quite dark and morbid. Based on Manto's short story, the film is a 
commentary on the partition, making it relevant for the region of South Asia.  One of the 
important elements of the film is the confinement of the characters in one area (A room) - 
making it theatrical with almost static yet powerful visuals.

His short film 'Taqseem' made waves in Tuzla Film Festival (shortlisted for Future 
Generation Shorts), Pakistan Calling and Bucharest ShortCut Festival. It won the Best Short 
Film at Pakistan Calling Film Festival 2016. Currently, he has finished writing two feature 
screenplays and is looking for financiers and producers for his feature film project.



www.focuspk.net

Director’s Profile:
Rakesh Karera is a film graduate from SZABIST. He 
shot the feature film "Project Ghazi" as the 2nd 
Director of Photography (trailer available on 
YouTube). He shot and edited all the Behind The 
Scenes of Project Ghazi, the first BTS of a local feature 
that went viral.

He has also shot several digital videos. He has been 
working as a freelance Director and Cinematographer 
since 2014. He has experience in Aerial 
Cinematography and been involved in travel 
photography for last 6 years and currently, he is 
working in Dubai.

Storyline:
Bali wants to celebrate his birthday but no one shows 
up and he ends up jumping off the balcony.

Director’s Profile:
Daniyal Fazal has a Bachelor’s degree in filmmaking 
from Visual Studies Department, Karachi University 
and over five years of experience working as a 3D 
visualizer, graphic designer and photographer.

He recently completed the 3D animated short film 
"Addicto" as its writer, producer, director and editor. 
He has won various designing and TVC competitions 
from 2013-2016 at both local and national levels.

Storyline:
A girl from lower middle class finds herself addicted to 
her cell phone, which she excessively uses to keep in 
touch with her fiancé. Inside this phone is an entirely 
unique world, run by robots, which are under a direct 
influence of all that happens in the girl’s world. What 
happens next is a story of two distinctly different 
worlds, inside and outside this device come into a 
conflict.

Rakesh Karera
SZABIST

Director & Writer
of “Bali’s 41”

M. Daniyal Fazal
Karachi
University

Director of
“Addicto”

www.focuspk.net
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Last week Alibaba had a sale event online in which they 
sold $25 billion worth of goods, Pakistan’s entire export is 
$20 billion. This should give us a perspective on where the 
world is heading, and where and how we are left behind?

There are a myriad of reasons why the e-commerce 
market has not taken off in Pakistan, chief amongst them 
is the fact that even now we do not have companies like 
PayPal or Square in this market which can provide us easy 
payment options. Why you may ask is this not happening, 
well for these companies to come in they need a fluid 
tertiary system of banking that can facilitate them and that 
does not exist in Pakistan till now. Thus, we are still stuck in 
the dinosaur cash on delivery era, where 30% of the goods 
ordered on e-commerce platforms are usually returned to 
the seller due to either the customer’s non-availability or 
change of mind. Basically, we cannot facilitate a tertiary 
banking system yet due to non-existence of policies 
supporting such a platform. Thence, the explosion that has 
happened in this space all over the world has not taken 
place here. We do however have local payment options 
from banks here but they fail to facilitate transactions from 
all over the world many a time leading to more problems 
instead of more sales for the platform selling goods and 
services.

The same exists for many other digital markets in Pakistan. 
Most companies whether they are corporate or 
development sector are still only convinced of the 
"coverage" aspect of social media and have not moved 
more than a minuscule percent  of their advertising pie to 
this medium because quite simply there is a serious dearth 
of agencies that can explain or translate numbers which 
are easily available on social media into conversion 

estimates and conversions seen in real time. Therefore, we 
all know the medium is here and has explosive power but 
we are yet to experience the trust brand managers or PDOs 
place in mainstream advertising on digital.

Strange isn't it? Because the digital media has the most 
effective tracking and measurement mechanisms already 
in-built so why can’t clients get to see the data they want? 
Well, it’s not. Because even a cursory glance at this space 
will inform anyone knowledgeable enough that the 
industry is great at content creation but has nothing in it as 
per the skill set of measurement and evaluation.

This skill set cannot just be acquired from on the job 
learning which is what most digital content managers and 
strategists are doing in Pakistan but has to be included as a 
proper academic principal taught in media sciences 
departments of universities who are ready to invite 
persons from the digital space to speak to classes but are 
not keen on developing a proper curriculum for it.

So that’s where we stand in the digital space an year after  
the last FocusPK, where we spoke of emerging 
technologies and the power that digital media possesses. 
However, not having policies for its growth either by the 
state coupled with not teaching it at any academic level 
ensures that although we are one of the fastest growing 
markets in terms of cell phone penetration, we are mostly 
providing content and advertising to platforms and 
networks outside Pakistan like Facebook rather than 
cashing in on the digital boom for boosting the local 
economy.

The DIGITAL
SPECTRUM in Pakistan
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Faisal Kapadia
CEO - Mind Map Communication







Pir Saad Ahsanuddin
CEO & Co-founder of Cinepax Cinemas
Pir Saad Ahsanuddin is the CEO of Cinepax cinemas, which he co-founded in 
partnership with Mr. Baigmohamed in 2006.

Since then, Cinepax has come a long way and has cinema locations in over 10 
cities, with 14 cinema sites and 35 screens across the nation, and is currently 
planning to expand further up to 100 screens by 2020. He is also the partner of 
New Silk Route with a $1.4 billion fund, the Executive Director of REC, one of 
Pakistan’s largest engineering company and
of EMP with a $6.5 billion fund.

Arif Baigmohamed
Chairman & Co-founder of Cinepax Cinemas
Arif Baigmohamed is the co-founder of Cinepax Cinemas, which he co-founded 
in 2006. Cinepax is Pakistan’s most loved cinema that brought back the 
revolution in cinema industry in Pakistan. He is also the partner of RHT Partners 
Inc. - a Dubai based PE firm.

He has previously worked as the COO at SetNet Corp - a Silicon Valley VC backed 
high tech start-up and also for the Cross Border M&A and International Project 
Development at Enron International, which had transactions above $3.7 billion, 
and as the COO at Coca-Cola Bottlers Pakistan, from which he took a successful 
exit through strategic sale to a subsidiary of Coca-Cola.

www.focuspk.net
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He has a track record of incubating innovative investments in Pakistan since 2001 and his ventures include Republic 
Development (RE), Star Tech, Cinepax Ltd. and Footprint Ltd. He has studied from renowned universities and has a B.Sc./B.A 
degree from Brown University and MBA from Harvard University.

Mr. Baigmohamed has gotten his education from renowned universities; he has done B.A from Brown University and MBA 
from Harvard University.



Developing a Film Economy
After years in the doldrums, Pakistan is heralding a new 
wave of cinema. Ever since Shoaib Mansoor’s Khuda ke 
Liye in 2006, Pakistan’s film industry has been haltingly 
resuscitated film by film. 

After a stagnation of decades, a progression of 
independent films, starting with self indulgent Slackistaan 
to the intricately woven Manto have redefined the cliché 
of former mainstream masala and led the way for popular 
films to expand in to unexplored territory. Now films are 
proudly branded as Pakistan ‘first ever’ sports /war/spy 
thriller/animation production. In an industry where 
experimenting was once taboo, it is now trendy.

Although far from silver screen masterpieces, the films 
released over the past few years are all unique, intelligent 
and ambitious, particularly in the last four years. Some 
have broken records at the box-office, others won various 
festival prizes and all of them have drafted new talent into 
a struggling industry.

Small independent film projects have proven that the 
country has no shortage of talent. Entries like Moor and 
Manto received critical acclaim during their commercial 
and international releases. Even the weakest of these 
independent films like Slackistan created a ripple that 
continues to have an impact on cinema culture. 

Digital Revolution
The global digital revolution has allowed anyone with 
access to a DSLR camera and a story to tell, to become a 
filmmaker. This culture of film and the notion that 'anyone 
can be a filmmaker' is what this whole revival is really 
about. The days of recording on film and mini DV are gone 
and now DSLR cameras have ensured that filmmakers with 
minuscule budgets have at their disposal the very lenses, 
depth-of-field, and HD quality that used to divide 
independents from professionals. To put it simply, DSLRs 
have transformed film school graduates and bored rich 
kids into potential game changers. 

Taking advantage of this newer technology, filmmakers 
can distribute their productions online, and if not for 
commercial success, they can always make films for a 
festival thereby propelling the industry forward.  

The Trickle Down Factor
As more Pakistanis become educated, aspirational, 
achieve higher class status, and critically, get exposed to 
the world through greater TV choices and the internet, 
their taste in film evolves. The audience demands greater 
substance and sophistication, and the standard of local 
films could no longer afford to stagnate. 

This new demand trickled down to mainstream cinema 
with even traditional filmmakers like Syed Noor rethinking 
their formulas. Noor has said that he feels audiences have 
evolved to the point where simple masala 'entertainers' 
are no longer acceptable. Yet his new film "Chein Aayey 
Na" bombed at the box office further drilling home the 
point that films that don't play on old conventions do not 
work.

To further appeal to the new audience demands, 
celebrities have been imported from TV to make film, a 
platform that was once relegated to the lower middle 
class, both acceptable and glamorous. 

When we say that cinema has suddenly become more 
popular, much of this has hinged upon its increased 
acceptability among all classes. The audience has shifted, 
with urban centers now dominating. While single screen 
cinemas are struggling with many theatres in rural areas 
having shut down, the urban audiences in multiplexes 
have increased exponentially. At the moment, while 
content has undoubtedly increased and improved, 
infrastructure to support it is playing catch-up. 

Festival films vs. ‘Entertainers’
Not all is well in the ongoing cinema boom however.

While audiences have become more discerning, there 
remains a wide socio-political and economic gap between 
them, and the makers of art films like Josh and Zinda 
Bhaag which barely play on screens.

Festival selections have little bearing on theatrical releases. 
A section of film professionals will respect and appreciate 
films that are selected at international festivals, but these 
accolades often backfire. Audiences back home assume 
such movies must be dark, edgy or slow due to 
preconceived notions, and so, these films get only a token 
release.

The film industry is struggling to understand and connect 
with its audience at this level. Unlike Bollywood, here a 
film is either for the "smart audience" or the "simple 
audience". Films are divided into morbid "poverty porn” 
which exploits the lives of people in unfortunate 
conditions in order to generate the necessary sympathy or 
outrage, or escapist films with stock situations and no link 
to reality. This false dichotomy has created two very 
different markets resulting in audiences celebrating one 
and decrying the other just because it does not match our 
taste. 

Foreign vs. Local
Initially, the long-suffering industry successfully managed 
to cash in on the local audience’s hyper-nationalism by 
positioning the need to watch films not only for 
entertainment but also as patriotic duty. These films’ 
content, packaging and promotion revolve around being 
‘local’ and the audience is told that they must now do their 
part to support the industry. Quirky new work from 
Pakistani directors barely gets a look.

The industry has sacrificed some quality over commerce, 
which should not be the case and if we want a true revival, 
directors and producers will need to show more 
confidence in their own work. But the new slate of 
independent films give at least two reasons to rejoice. 
First, because they are the product of genuinely new talent 
and second, because they prove, with their strong regional 
flavor that there is life beyond the stagnant world of 
hackneyed tedious copycat movies in Pakistan.
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The entertainment industry of Pakistan was taken by storm 
with the launch of Urdu1 in 2012. The channel introduced 
the ingenious concept of blending foreign and local 
content which was immediately lauded by the audiences 
nationwide.

Urdu1 pioneered dubbing of famous Turkish drama serials 
into the local Urdu language and aired them to every 
household in Pakistan. The ingenuity swept the audiences 
off their feet; Ishq-E-Mamnu and Fatima Gul became 
megahits, gluing the eager eyes to the TV screens. The 
cinematography, direction and production of Turkish 
dramas set a new benchmark for the local television 
industry. 

Urdu1 is currently airing popular period drama ‘Kosem 
Sultan’ and a romantic comedy series ‘Mein Ayesha Gul’, 
both are being loved by the Pakistani audience.

After the phenomenal success of historic Turkish drama 
Kosem Sultan season 1, Urdu1 is currently showing Kosem 
Sultan season 2 Monday to Wednesday at 10.30 pm. On the 
other hand, ‘Mein Ayesha Gul’ is a story revolving around 
the life of a small-town girl who aspires to become a 
writer, but fate has surprises in store for her as destiny 
leads her to tie the nuptial knot to a famous film star Can 
Tekin. To find out what happens next, tune in to Urdu1, 
Friday to Sunday at 8:00 pm.

Urdu1 has also made a mark with local content by 
broadcasting drama serials like Jackson Heights, Nazo, 
Tum Kon Piya which were extensively watched and 
immensely popular. 

Urdu1- Sirf Entertainment
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Reinforcing its hold on to the television industry in 
Pakistan, Urdu1 has commenced producing its own 
dramas also, creating its two signature products: Ek Thi 
Marium and Baaghi. 

Ek Thi Marium is a tribute to the first Pakistani lady fighter 
pilot to get martyred in the line of duty. It’s a tele-feature 
film in which Sanam Baloch plays the role of Flying Officer 
Marium Mukhtiar. There was intense anticipation for 
feature film prior its release and received the highest 
ratings on the day of airing. Living up to the expectations, 
Ek Thi Marium has made a permanent place mark on the 
hearts of the Pakistani audience. Acknowledgments to the 
quality of the film were received from PAF authorities, 
fighter pilots and her fellow officers. 

The other signature project currently being aired is the 
drama serial Baaghi which stars Saba Qamar and is loosely 
based on the life incidents of the social media sensation 
Qandeel Baloch. The drama intends to highlight social 
stigmas and circumstances which confront a village girl 
aiming to make her mark in the glamour and glitz of the 
media world. The drama is consistently the slot leader 
every Thursday at 8:00 pm and also trending on YouTube 
Pakistan.
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Gilgit-Baltistan borders Pakistan's Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Province to the west, a small portion of the Wakhan Corridor 
of Afghanistan to the north, Xinjiang, China to the northeast, 
the Indian-administered Jammu and Kashmir to the 
southeast, and the Pakistani-administered state of Azad 
Kashmir to the south.

Home to five of the "eight-thousanders" and to more than 
fifty peaks above 7,000 metres (23,000 ft), Gilgit-Baltistan and 
Skardu are the two main hubs for expeditions to those 
mountains. The region houses some of the world's highest 
mountain ranges. The main ranges are the Karakoram and 
the western Himalayas. The Pamir Mountains are to the 
north, and the Hindu Kush lies to the west. Amongst the 
highest mountains are K2 (Mount Godwin-Austen) and 
Nanga Parbat, the latter being one of the most feared 
mountains in the world. Three of the world's longest glaciers 
outside the polar regions are found in Gilgit-Baltistan: the 
Biafo Glacier, the Baltoro Glacier, and the Batura Glacier. 
There are, in addition, several high-altitude lakes in 
Gilgit-Baltistan.

Globally appreciated and recognized for its scenic beauty, 
Gilgit-Baltistan is often titled as "Heaven on earth" and 
tourism slogans like "Beautiful Baltistan" and "Pakistan ka 
Switzerland" are commonly used by local tour operators and 
vendors. There is an international airport in Skardu and also 
an airport in Gilgit for promoting tourism. Gilgit-Baltistan 
offers more than four seasons to its visitors, with its beautiful 
climate  transitions.

Recently, there have been several international feature films 
including K2, Traffic, Chalay Thay Saath, Dukhtar, and 
Sawan, which were shot in Gilgit-Baltistan and have been 
nominated for Oscar awards.

Rok Lo Aaj Ki Raat Ko was the first ever play recorded in 
Gilgit-Baltistan that was aired on Express Entertainment. 
Diyar-e-Dil aired on Hum TV was also shot in Gilgit-Baltistan 
and is refered to as one of the best plays produced in the 
country.

Gilgit-Baltistan, with its great natural beauty and hospitality 
that the locals offer, holds a great potential for international 
and local filmmakers.

The Filmmakers’
Heaven:
Gilgit-Baltistan 

Rashid Sami
CEO - Kohinoor Films

kohinoortv@gmail.com





The Power to Empower

Due to the phenomenal success of Pakistan’s first and only Entertainment & Production conference FocusPK ’16 
in December 2016, the tradition continues this year with FocusPK ’17. 

Brainchild of Atiqa Odho, ‘FocusPK’ has been able to bring several effective mediums together under one roof, 
not only to communicate with each other, but to also to communicate to others who are interested in and are 
able to contribute in the many media fields in Pakistan. 

FocusPK ’16 was graced by film and TV personalities, dignitaries, politicians, radio and sound artists, actors, 
producers, directors, channel owners and media technicians from all over Pakistan and abroad. The media, 
public and students attending these insightful sessions with eye-opening debates were overwhelmed with the 
opportunity of asking questions and getting precise feedback from the media professionals. This year, event 
being held in Iqra University, also includes a short film festival for students called the Film Market. 

Our youth is integral for Pakistan’s progress and the question arises as to what we are leaving behind for them. 
FocusPK ’17 intends to empower our youth to show them that media is now a strong and booming industry and 
that they are the future of Pakistan, who can change the country‘s landscape of art and culture through their 
contribution.

May we all strive to achieve excellence in our respective fields and continue to open new avenues of 
opportunities to our young.

Let’s FocusPK ’17.
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Sohail Hashmi
www.sohailhashmi.com



FocusPK ’16 was a 
wonderful experience 
because we were able to 
bring the entertainment 
professionals together in 
one place and connect 
them to have discussions 
regarding the issues faced 
by the industry. FocusPK is a 
great platform that 
encourages young people 
to come and get to know 
how to break into the 
industry.

Samina Ahmed
FocusPK – Regional Head, 
Sindh

With FocusPK, for the �rst time 
ever in Pakistan, we have an 
event that puts the media 
students and personnel in 
touch with industry stalwarts 
to create unity amongst the 
fraternity as a way to move 
forward and to come up with 
out of the box ideas.

Simi Raheal
FocusPK – Regional Head, 
Punjab

FocusPK is an one of its kind 
platform in Pakistan that 
brought �lmmakers, writers, 
advertisers, and technical 
professionals under one roof 
for debates and 
brainstorming. This resulted 
in the government taking 
various much needed 
initiatives such as starting 
children's programs on PTV 
once again.

Rashid Sami
FocusPK – Regional Head, 
Gilgit - Baltistan

For the promotion and 
progression of arts and 
entertainment, FocusPK is just 
the right forum. I request the 
Government of Pakistan and 
its representatives to not only 
support this platform but also 
come forward and take the 
necessary measures and 
initiatives for the betterment 
of the industry.

Ajab Gul
FocusPK – Regional Head, 
KPK

www.focuspk.net
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Sindh

Gilgit - Baltistan KPK

Punjab

What they said



It was FocusPK ’16 that 
started the conversation 
about the need for regional 
languages and local content. 
FocusPK is perhaps the only 
platform that allows us to 
strengthen the media 
fraternity and involve the 
government to take joint 
steps for the progress of the 
industry.

Hameed Sheikh
FocusPK – Regional Head, 
Balochistan

It is exciting to �nally have a 
platform with FocusPK that 
brings the major forces in the 
entertainment business 
together as a united front; to 
help the Pakistani media 
industry grow and make a 
space for itself in the 
international arena.

Sohail Hashmi
FocusPK – Voice of Radio

FocusPK ’16 is an initiative 
that should have been 
instigated a long time ago. 
We are excited to �nally 
have a platform that 
promotes transparency 
between media and 
audiences. Through FocusPK 
we can help shape the 
future of Pakistani 
entertainment business.

Sarmad Sultan Khoosat
FocusPK – Face of Film

Through FocusPK ’16 we saw a 
wave of positivity and 
creativity in the industry, 
which can change the media 
and entertainment landscape 
in Pakistan. Most importantly, 
it’s a forum with great 
learnings from experienced 
media professionals, 
particularly for students and 
new talent.

Misbah Ishak Khalid
FocusPK – Content Head
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Balochistan

Voice  of  RadioFace  of  Film

Content  Head



Bushra Ansari
Starting her career as a child performer in the 1960s, Bushra   Ansari is a 
Pakistani television presenter, comedian, singer, actor and playwright. Ansari 
won numerous awards during her career, including Pakistan's highest civilian 
award   Pride   of   Performance in 1989.

Ansari's first dramatic acting role was in one of Iqbal Ansari's productions. She 
also appeared on PTV's most-watched shows, including Angan   Terha, Show 
Time, Show Sha, Rang Tarang, Emergency Ward and the sketch comedy TV 
series Fifty Fifty.

She has also written a number of dramas, including Neeli Dhoop, Amawas, 
Makan, Kuch Dil Ne Kaha, Meray Dard Ko Jo Zuban Miley and Pakeezah.

To her credit she has the TV shows Meharun Nisa, Azar Ki Ayegi Baraat, Dolly Ki Ayegi Baraat, Takkay Ki Ayegi Baraat, 
Mera Naseeb, Bilqees Kaur, Annie Ki Ayegi Baraat, Bushra Bara Boor, Jab We Wed, Tum Mere Paas Raho, Riffat Aapa Ki 
Bahuein, Udaari, Jhoot and Seeta Bhagri, along with the movies Jawani   Phir   Nahi   Ani and   Ho   Mann   Jahaan. 

She has also hosted Saturday Night Live, Bushra Bushra and Utho Geo Pakistan. Ansari also appeared as a judge on 
Pakistan   Idol Season 1.

Imran Aslam
A renowned journalist and media personality from Pakistan, he began his 
journalistic career as the editor of The   Star in the 1980s. Before he turned to 
journalism, he worked for Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan of the UAE and 
as Director of the Royal Flight of the President of the UAE. In the 1990s, he was 
the editor and founding member of team behind the launch of The   News, a 
Karachi English daily. 

Currently, he is the president of GEO Television, a subsidiary of the Jang Group. 
During his tenure, he has   launched Geo   News, Geo   Entertainment,   Geo   Super, 
 Aag, Geo   Kahani and Geo   Tez.

Mr. Aslam graduated from Government College Lahore. He subsequently
studied at the London School of Economics   and School of Oriental & African Studies where he studied Economics, 
Politics, and International Relations.

He has worked on a dissertation on the political evolution of Balochistan. Aslam has also written plays for television, 
including the acclaimed Khaleej, Dastak, Bisaat and the ever green Rozi. But his most successful foray has been in theatre 
with the creation of the Gripps   Theatre. Aslam's political satire provides the content for their performances. Other 
undertakings by Imran Aslam and Gripps have included the translations of Dario   Fo's plays for children that have been 
localised for Pakistani audiences.

His forays into music, poetry, literature, fashion and cinema have helped foster a culture of tolerance. Aslam is also a 
political and social analyst and commentator whose views and opinions are sought by leading broadcasters around the 
world. He has spoken at international forums and universities in   India, United   States, UK, France, Germany   and various 
other countries.
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Samina Peerzada
Samina   Peerzada is a film and television actress, producer and director from 
Pakistan. Her directorial debut Inteha received 9 national awards. She was 
also conferred with a Lifetime Achievement Award at the Beyond   The   Mango  
 Film   Festival held in Bradford, UK, in November 2013. She consecutively won 
the Hum   Award for Best Supporting Actress in 2013 and 2014 for Roshan 
Sitara and Zindagi   Gulzar   Hai. She was decorated with the Lifetime  
 Achievement   Award for Excellence in Television by Hum   TV at the 3rd Hum 
Awards held in Dubai in April 2015. 

She has acted in several films including Nazdikiyan, Mukhra, Bazar-e-Husn, 
Shaadi Mere Shohar Ki and Bulandi.

She has also performed in Oslo at the   International   Ibsen   Festival. Her notable stage performances include productions 
such as Raaz-o-Niaz and Ibsen’s A Doll’s House. 

She has a long list of television plays to her credit including Meri Zaat Zarra-e-Benishan, Rehaai, Durr-e-Shahwar, 
Dastaan and Karobi. 

Her first Hollywood film starring Alyy   Khan, The   Valley is in post-production phase and will be releasing soon.

Shoaib Mansoor
Active in the television industry since 1980, Shoaib   Mansoor is a Pakistani TV and 
film director, writer, producer, lyricist and musician. He first found success for 
composing and writing the song   Dil   Dil   Pakistan in 1987, thereby introducing   Vital  
 Signs musical band in mainstream Pakistani television. He's well recognised for 
directing many critically acclaimed hit drama series.

He became internationally known and popular for directing TV shows including 
the classic Ankahi, comedy series Fifty Fifty, and the military fiction series, Alpha  
 Bravo   Charlie, Sunehre Din and Gulls & Guys. A versatile artist, he directed the 
critically acclaimed film Khuda   Kay   Liye, which won the Silver Pyramid Award in 
the   Cairo   International   Film   Fe s tival 2007; and also directed Bol starring Atif  
 Aslam, Mahira Khan,   Humaima   Malick and Iman   Ali.

Currently, he's making his third film Verna starring   Mahira   Khan as the female protagonist and will be released this year. 

Mansoor has won several awards for his work including the Sitara-e-Imtiaz Award from the President of Pakistan in 2007.
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Highlights
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Inaugural Breakfast Opening Ceremony
Powered by Lipton
with Performance by Sachal Jazz Orchestra





Sessions
Day 1Highlights
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Highlights
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Inaugural Dinner
Powered by Lux
with Performances by Uzair Jaswal



sound /
events  /

production



Sessions
Day 2Highlights
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Highlights
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Closing Gala Dinner
Powered by Al Ain Zero
with Performances by Rachel Viccaji, Zeb Bangash & Zohaib Kazi





Branded
ActivationsHighlights
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Qalambaaz is Pakistan's first professional development program for screenplay writing. It is the brainchild of filmmaker 
Iram Parveen Bilal and a project of her Parveen Shah Productions. It is endorsed by Mandviwalla Entertainment, Movie 
Magic Screenwriting Software’s Writer’s Inc., T2F, Mindmap Communications, Gloria Jeans Café, HTV & City FM 89.

Through Qalambaaz, international screenwriters from Hollywood and Bollywood mentor local Pakistani screenwriters 
from idea stage to complete screenplays. Qalambaaz held a press conference at FocusPK ‘16 to brief the media about 
this initiative and to invite writers. 

Qalambaaz Press Conference



I have been associated with the fields of animation, 
advertising, TV and website design for the last 22 years. I 
began my career in the advertising sector, working for 
creative agencies like Circuit / DRAFT FCB (Pvt.) Ltd, 
MullenLowe Karachi, and Manhattan International / 
BBDO Worldwide, to name a few. Here I was lucky to gain 
a very clear understanding of the local advertising market 
and its creative needs from my mentor the late Imran Mir. 
He taught me how important it is for a designer to spend 
time in crafting a concept. That is the difference between 
solid conceptual design and eye candy. Imran was 
supportive of me as a young talent and allowed me room 
to grow at his agency. After that I made sure that every 
work environment was an opportunity for me to better 
my skill set. Whether it was interfacing with clients or 
learning to write TVC concepts I made sure that my 
bachelor’s degree in design was not the end of, but a part 
of my education process, which continues to this day.

After my years in advertising I was fortunate to be briefly 
involved with a groundbreaking magazine in the late 
90’s, edited by Fifi Haroon called Xtra. I had signed on as 
their Art Director and Illustrator and got the chance to 
work with ace photographers Tapu Javeri and Arif 
Mehmood in the process. I loved the experimental nature 
of Xtra and Fifi’s insistence on doing something that had 
not been done in magazine production in Pakistan ever. 
Looking back at the magazine today I feel it has stood the 
test of time and this was only possible because everyone 
involved with this project did it with heart.   

From magazine design and advertising I moved my focus 
towards television. It was the next logical step, besides the 
television environment always paid the most. In those 
days we did not have wonderful institutions like we do in 
Pakistan today to teach Design and Production. Learning 
happened on the job and Pakistan has always been a 
place where if you exhibit talent, you will get a shot. What 
you do with that break is entirely your call. I began by Shariq Chhapra

working for TV channels like Indus Vision, Geo, ARY 
Digital, in a freelance capacity as a producer / director. 
Here I must mention Sajid Hasan, Ghazanfar Ali and 
Atiqa Odho, noteworthy names in television who gave 
me my break in TV and have had a profound effect on 
my career. They were generous with their time and 
constantly pushed me to do better.

Freelance production work gave way to full time 
employment in television as the head of creative 
departments for AAJ TV and Play first and ARY News, 
Nickelodeon, and HBO Pakistan after that, not bad for 
guy with a degree in print design. Managing Aaj TV’s 
creative department was a chance to create a truly 
unique brand, whose product was not a physical object 
but an on-screen presentation. As the head of the 
department, I could not get involved on any one 
project too heavily, because the volume of design 
required me to delegate work to teams of animators 
and designers and serve as their quality control. Even 
today in a lot of academic institutions and design firms, 
we have people who can manipulate softwares but 
have no understanding of design theory. To succeed at 
the design game you have to be good at execution but 
also an ace when it comes to conceiving. 

Television production design and animation led to TVC 
and documentary work for my own production 
company called Eyecue Production & Design. Here I 
have to credit my wife Sana Chhapra and my mother 
Shakila Hasan who literally forced me into TVC 
direction. We need to fight our fear of failure at every 
turn of our lives and need a gentle push from the 
people who care about us. I did not think I was ready to 
direct then, or thought I would make too many 
mistakes. A mistake is only a mistake if you don’t repeat 
it again and again. And the whole idea is that you have 
to get better with each project.

Since 2001, I have also been involved with the 
educational sector, for some strange reason I got it into 
my head that I wanted to see my country portrayed as a 
hub of great design internationally, and not a hub of 
negativity as it is usually depicted. When I began as a 
part-time lecturer with Indus Valley School I was 
involved in a very cursory capacity, as my main focus 
was still my work. It was followed by a stint at SZABIST as 
the Head of the Media Science Dept. With the passage 
of time I have been able to divide my time equally 
between work and teaching. Now teaching fuels my 
designing and vice versa. Recently I have joined Iqra 
University where we are working even harder to 
provide quality and relevance when it comes to the 
Media Science curriculum. I’m putting my experience 
to work in training the next generation of creative 
minds in Pakistan and expect my faculty to do the same.  
That’s the only way I see how we can make Pakistan 
great… graphically speaking that is.
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Careers &
CREATIVITY



FocusPK, led by its founder and chairperson Atiqa Odho, announced the second 
edition of its highly acclaimed Entertainment & Production conference: 
FocusPK 2017 which will include a total of 36 speakers and will comprise of 6 
sessions on the 25th & 26th of November at the new EDC campus of Iqra 
University, Karachi.

Having made a successful debut last year, FocusPK aims to further build onto 
the success of the inaugural conference last year. The sole aim of FocusPK has 
been to consolidate and give a voice to the business of entertainment and its 
many shapes including the on screen creative and off screen technical to a 
more formalized level, generating discussion based topics with a powerful list of 
ambassadors, jury members and icons of the industry as speakers. 
Simultaneously, there is unprecedented focus on developing and highlighting 
upcoming talent and providing young talent and trade professionals a platform 
to discover and make business connections with each other. The full list of 
sessions include:

• Music – Then & Now
• Talent Management – Rights of an Artist
• Licensing & Censorship – The Way Forward
• Film Making 101 – From Script to Screen
• Chotu Case Study – Corporate & Social Sector Joining Hands -   
 presented by Lipton
• Boriyat Busters & Beyond – Making a Case for Children’s   
 Programming presented by Knorr

This year’s ambassadors include Omair Rana as the Face of Television, Sohail 
Hashmi as the Voice of Radio, Sarmad Sultan Khoosat as the Face of Film, Zain 
Ahmed as the face of Theatre and Humayun Gauhar as the Face of Print. Not 
just this, but FocusPK will also be honouring industry legends such as Imran 
Aslam, Bushra Ansari, Samina Peerzada and Shoaib Mansoor for their 
pioneering and stellar contribution to the many facets of entertainment in 
Pakistan.
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ENTERTAINMENT & 
PRODUCTION CONFERENCE

Returns for a second run

This year the conference also includes the ‘Film Market’, 
a short film festival where eight selected films will be 
screened one at a time in front of potential investors; 
each film will be introduced by the filmmaker to 
industry professionals in audience and after the 
screenings are over the talent and trade would have the 
opportunity to network and meet. The whole purpose of 
this is to highlight upcoming talent and open up a 
window of opportunities for them. The selected films 
have been curated by a jury of acclaimed directors, 
including Jamshed Mehmood Raza (Jami), Nabeel 
Qureshi, Asim Raza, Wajahat Rauf, Nadeem Baig, 
Marina Khan, Mehreen Jabbar and Angeline Malik.

“Given the growth of media industry and the evolution 
we find ourselves in the midst of, at least when it comes 
to the business of entertainment, a conference like this 
will go a long way in bringing various industry experts 
on one platform,” said Atiqa Odho. “The 2 days of 
non-stop networking with industry professionals, the 
business community, national and international trade 
partners giving unprecedented access to the industry’s 
decision makers will help our entertainment industry 
empower, evolve and grow locally and internationally. 

It is high time we address just how entertainment can 
shape minds and change them for the better. Also, I’d 
like to give a special thanks to Shariq Chhapra & Iqra 
University for understanding our vision for the onward 
generations and allowing us to hold the conference in 
their premises,” said Atiqa Odho, the founder and 
chairperson of FocusPK.

The second edition of FocusPK will draw in members of 
all facets of entertainment where critical focus will be on 
ensuring that all the markers for the charts featuring the 
Pakistan entertainment industry are on the correct 
upward trajectory.

The driving forces behind this conference are Atiqa 
Odho – Chairperson and Founder of FocusPK, Najeeb 
Ahmed – Project Head, Simi Raheal – Regional Head of 
Punjab, Samina Ahmad – Regional Head of Sindh, 
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The numerous partners involved in making this happen 
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Partner, Aikman Road Studios as Event Logistics and 
Entertainment Partner, Bond Advertising as Branding 
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FocusPK, led by its founder and chairperson Atiqa Odho, announced the second 
edition of its highly acclaimed Entertainment & Production conference: 
FocusPK 2017 which will include a total of 36 speakers and will comprise of 6 
sessions on the 25th & 26th of November at the new EDC campus of Iqra 
University, Karachi.
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www.focuspk.net
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